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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103[a] which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

[a] A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1 and 2 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103[a] as being unpatentable over 
Martin Lee [6483273] in view of Victor Lee [5844472]. 

With Respect to Claim 1, Martin Lee discloses a dual connection mobile phone 
charger adapted for use with a cigarette lighter socket [col. 5 lines 10-14] of a vehicle 
and a mains electrical outlet in a building [col. 5 lines 49-57], wherein the charger 
comprises: a housing [Fig. 6 housing 32] for connection with the main electrical outlet 
[Fig. 6 ac prongs 36] and a plug [Fig. 4 electrical pin 76] removably received in the 
housing for electrical connection with the cigarette lighter socket, the housing having: a 
space defined in the housing [Fig. 4 charging port 34] to snugly yet securely receive 
therein the cigarette lighter, a positioning cutout [Fig. 6, 8 elongated slot 78] defined in a 
distal end of the housing and having first contacting plates [Fig. 8 contact post 90] 
formed on a bottom face defining the positioning cutout; a printed circuit board [Fig. 13; 
col. 5 lines 49-57] securely received in a bottom face defining the space; and second 
contacting plates [Fig. 6 prong 36] extending out of a side wall of the housing [Fig. 6 
housing 32] and engaging with the printed circuit board for connection with a wall outlet; 
the plug [Fig. 4 electrical pin 76] having: a contacting point [the tip of electrical pin 76] 
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formed on a first distal end of the plug for connection with a power source [Fig. 8 
supplied by positively charged plate 88]; a locating cutout [Fig. 8 opening 74] oppositely 
defined relative to the contacting point; and third contacting plates [Fig. 8 contact post 
90] formed on a bottom face defining the locating cutout [contact post 90 is attached at 
the base of the structure shown in Fig. 8 and stems from the bottom of elongated slot 
78]. Martin Lee does not teach the use of a block to connect the charging wire to the 
cigarette lighter adapter/charger, or the use of a positioning cutout. 

Victor Lee discloses a charging wire [Fig. 1 charging wire 58] for charging a 
mobile phone has a block [Fig. 1 docking mechanism 49] formed on a free end of the 
charging wire to respectively correspond to and slidably received in the positioning 
cutout [Fig. 2 output jack 54] and the locating cutout [Fig. 2 input jack 52] and having 
contacting plates formed on a side face of the block to correspond to the first contacting 
plates [Fig. 2 contact 81] and the third contacting plates [Fig. 2 ground contact 90] such 
that either the plug or the housing is able to charge the mobile phone [Fig. 1 housing 34 
charges the mobile phone via rechargeable module 22] and aften/vard, the plug is able 
to be received in the space [Fig. 2 charging port 36 or port 38] for storage. 

Martin Lee and Victor Lee are analogous cigarette-adapter charging means for 
cell-phones. At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to one skilled in the 
art to modify Martin Lee with a block type connector for the purpose of strengthening the 
connection point between the charging wire and the point of attachment. Many current 
methods involve the use of fragile clips, or plugs that beak or retract easily when worn. 
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The positioning cutout offers an added advantage to rotatably stabilize the movement of 
the adapter once inserted into the cigarette lighter charging port. 

With respect to Claim 2, Victor Lee discloses that an arcuate projection is formed 
on a bottom face defining the space and an arcuate recess is defined in a bottom face 
of the cigarette lighter to correspond to and receive therein the arcuate projection when 
the plug is received in the space. Examiner notes that this description is referring to the 
method by which a cigarette lighter adapter is frictionally retained within the cigarette 
lighter opening. This is normally accomplished by a taper on the shank of the cigarette 
lighter adapter [Fig. 1 tapered shank 29], in combination with the ground contact 
projecting outwards [Fig. 1 contact 90] and sliding into a formed grooved of the cigarette 
lighter opening. Both shank 29 and contact 90 can be considered arcuate projections, 
and the arcuate recess would be the corresponding inside taper of the cigarette lighter 
opening to frictionally accept and hold the cigarette lighter adapter. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Richard V. Muralidar whose telephone number is 571- 

272- 8933. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday to Friday 8-5. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David Gray can be reached on Monday to Friday 8-5. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 

273- 8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Infomiation Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more infonnation about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll-free). . 
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Primary Examiner 



